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PREFACE - 


It is a cause of pirido to Canada that tlio expansion of 
settlement throughout her ju’airie west has been accomplished . 
without friction with the native population-such as has been 
almost an unvarying record south of the boundary line. The 
sole exception was the rebellion of 1885, the events of which 
ocefipied a period of not more than three,months. The outbreak 
■^carried very serious possibilities. Less than twenty years had 
elapsed since the pioneer settlements of the adjoining State of 
Minnesota had been devastated under conditions of exceptional 
horror. Less than ten years before an important L^nited States 
military-force,'under a leader of the highest reputation, had 
been annihilated in the adjoining territory of Dakota. 

In the Canadian AVest the settlers were, fewer than had 
been the case in iMinnesota and Dakota, and being more scat¬ 
tered were less fs^rtunately situai^cd for mutual defence. There 
was tragedy enough in what actually occurred, but the tragedy 
woulil have been far greater had the authorities minimized the 
dangers of the situation or had the need for an adequate mili¬ 
tary force not been so promptly and efficiently met. 

Since 1918 the tendency is to measure all military effoi-t 
by the standards of the Great War. By comparison tlie rebel¬ 
lion of ’85 was a small affair; but it was neither small nor un¬ 
important to the persons immediately, concerned, nor to the 
counti^-for which it defiiiitcly marked the supremacy.of con¬ 
stituted-authority. Lives were sacrificed—and offered for 
sacrifice-^in 1885 with motiyes as high,as those which governed 
in the Great War. "The occasion of this sacrifice is - well 
,worthy of being kept in remembrance. The story of the Alberta 
Field Force, compiled by Colonel Jamieson, covers military 
operations in the western part of the region affected by the 
Rebellion, and fills out the picture that would otherwise be 
incomplete. 

Feaxk Omver 





James McKay, Judge of ; ihe Appeal Court of 
Saskatchewan, was born atEd'rt Ellice, Manitoba, 
July 12, 1862. Died-December I, 1931. In 1874 be 
entered St. John's -College, "Winnipeg, subsequently 
attended Manitoba University, from which he graduated 
in 1882, taking honors ip Latin and Greek. He was 
called to the Manitoba Brfr in 1886 and began his 
legal practice in Prince^ Albert in 1887. Created 
Queen's Counsel in 169.1. Appointed to the Supreme 
Court in 1914, and , in 1918 to the Court of AjMteal. 
In the Rebellion of 1885 a private in the 90th Regi¬ 
ment, Winnipeg, and’ attached to Captain French's 
Scouts. Organized//a .force to assist in the capture of 
Almighty "Voice. ’A member of the Church of England. 
Chancellor and Registrar for the Synod of the Diocese 
of Saskatchewan.. . Member of the Masonic Order. 
President of the' "Victoria Hospital at Prince Albert. 
President of the Boy Scout Council, Prince Albert. 
Fellow of the Historical Society and continually 
pleaded .its-.cause. An eminent jurist. A citizen of 
unfailing industry, courtesy and patience, and a kind 
and gentle ipan. 
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The Alberta Field Force 1885 


1. The Assembly oe the Force 

Towards tho end of March, 1885, the situation in the 
District of Alberta became very alai'ining to the white settlers 
who were chiefly in and around the villages of Edmonton, 
Calgary, !Macleod and Lethbridge. The increasing ferment 
amongst liiel’s followers at Eatochc had resulted in Colonel 
Irvine, Commissioner of the ISTorth-West [Mounted Police, being 
ordered to tho Prince Albert-Carlton-Pattleford area with every 
man that could ho spared. Only a half dozen policemen were 
left at Fort Saskatchewan, the same at Calgary and a score at 
Macleod. There was no organized ]\[i]itia in the district. 

It, was well known that Picks emissaries had been active 
with all the bands and on every Jlcservatiou the Indians were 
restless. Tho disappearance of tlio l)uffalo seven or eight years 
before had changed their condition from one of ease and plenty 
to one of misery and want. They were thus ready to listen’to 
tliose who suggested that the white man was to blame for their 
troubles. 

The Indian population was relatively large. Hear Mac¬ 
leod were the Bloods and the Peigans, east of Calgary the Black- 
feet, west of Calgary the Sarcees and Stoneys, all fine fighting 
material and possessing many horses.* Forty miles south of 
Edmonton were the Crees of Ermine skin and Bob-tail and the 
Stoneys of Sharp-head. Just across the Saskatchewan River 
fiom Edmonton were the Crees of the Papaschase Reserve and 
a few miles to the west and north-west were the Tommy le 
Potac, Callihoo, Alexis and Alexander Reserves, mostly Crees 
with a few Stoneys. A hundred miles down tho Saskatchewan 
River wecflBtho Saddle Lake and Whitefish Lake'Reserves and 
near Fo^^PFitt were the Onion Lake and Frog Lake Reserves— 
all Crees.. At Lac la Biche were Crees and near Cold Lake, 
Chippewyans. At the Frog Lake Reserve as “visitors,” were 
the band of Plain Crees headed by old Big Bear. These were 
restless trouble-makers who had recently returned from the 
American side of the line.' They had refused to settle on a re¬ 
serve of their own. 
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On the last day of Marc-h canic tln^ news of tlic sneccssful 
attack made l)y tlic lialf-brecds on tlio Police and Prince Albert ' 
Volunteers under IMajor Crozier at Duck Lake, forcing the 
Police to concentrate at Prince Alliert and Pattleford, wliefo 
they were virtually besieged. 

jMany old-timers wbo ought lo know, including the late 
lA.-Col. Justus Willson, wbo was with the Prince Albert Volun¬ 
teers at Duck Jaike, believ(‘(l that Kiel and bis friends had 
jdanned to defer the actual outbreak until the grass would sup¬ 
port the horses of the Indians and^ that Dumont’s hot-headed 
attack at Duck Lake lo.st the rebels the co-operation of many 
powerful bands. 

On ibe second of April the news that Big Bear’s baud had- 
massacred nine white men mi the Frog Lake Keserve and carried 
off the women and chihlren as prisoners, struck terror into the 
hearts of the settlers, especially those in the (Saskatchewan 
^'alley, and those who had not already done so, rushed for 
safety to Kdinmiton, to tin* Mission at Bt. Albert, and to the 
Police jaist at F’ort Saskatchewan.- 'J’he Scotch half-breeds of 
Victoria left their homesteads and assembled on a headland on ■ 
the,Saskatchewan, a few miles above the Hudson’s Bay post. 
I’liis camp was well sitnah'd for defence. 

There is not much evidence that the French half-breeds 
of the St. Albert and Lac la Bicbc settlements, were at any time 
influenced by Kiel and it seems clear that the murder of two 
Koman Catholic prieste, Pere Fafard and Pere Marchand by 
the Indians of Big P)ear's Band at Frog Lake, ended all danger 
from this source. In the Laboucan Settlement on the Battle 
Kiver, east of tlie present city of Wetaskiwin, Kiel had many 
friends. This is mentioned beloW in dealing with Fort Ethier. 

At Edmonton a Homo Guard was formed, under command- 
of the late Major Stiff with the late Wm. Ibbotson and Mr. 

. J. A. Mitchell, then of the Indian Department and now resid¬ 
ing at Pakan, as Lientonants. They garrisoned the Hudson’s - 
Bay Fort and' repaired its bastions and palisades. 

The response to the call for mobilization of militia units 
was all tliat could be desired and the Dominion Government 
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wiis able to send U) the nortli-west sufficient troops to deal with 
the situation proni 2 )tlv. Winnipeg units were the first in the 
field. 

Tlie Minister of iMilitia, (lie late Sir Adolphe Caron, early 
thought of using tlie fine fighting material to bp found amongst 
the cowboys of Alljcrta and oven before the attack at Muck 
Lake had telegraphed to a veteran officer of the Inujcrial and 
Canadian services, tlien ranching near the Blackfoot Eeservo 
east of'Calgary. This wa.s Major General 'I'liomas Mland 
Strange, the central figure of the stirring events in Albertii 
forty-five years agv). 

This officer, who died in England a few years ago at a 
great age, saw service in many parts of the wordd, including 
service in the Tndiam jMutiny. bn 1871 he entered the service 
of the Dominion as Commander of Artillery at the Fortress 
of Quebec and Inspector of Artillery. lie retii’ed in 1881 with 
the rank of i\lnjor-Gcneral hiid took up ranching in Alberta as 
manager of the ^Military Colonization Company’s Ranch. His 
story of hi.s life, ‘‘(innner -lingo's ,rubilcc” is a fa.scinating 
record of an aihaudurous career. 

On receiving the Minister’s telegram. General Strange left 
the ranch for Calgary and at Gleichen Station received another 
telegram directhig him to report with his corps to General 
kfiddleton at Qu’>\.ppelle. On reaching Calgary he found great 
excitement and some opposition to incn being enlisted for gen¬ 
eral service on the ground that all were needed for homo 
defence. However, the cowboys ea'ino forward—splendid fel¬ 
lows with no military training hut accustomed to handling 
horses and firearms and ready and willing to do what was 
required of them. , ^ 

General Strange was now jdaced in command , of'.' 'the 
District ot Alberta and proceeded to organize for the' defence 
of the settlements as well ns for general service. 

I ^lajdr Hatfon, a fprmcr officer of the Cana(^ian jM'ilitia, 
who't^d at one lime been foreman on the M.C.Q.i'Ranch, was 
appoiifted’to''iCommand ,fhe Alberta JrountecT' Rifles, with 
Messrs. Muiin and _ Lauder, former sergeants of the Mounted 
Police as Lieutenants. 

Inspector Steele (afterwards Major-General Sir Sam 
Steele) of the Mounted Police, who wa^ on duty with a detach- 
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inont ill connection with the Iniihling of the C.P.ll. hi Jiritish 
(.’olnniliia, was at the (Jeiienirs mjuest called to Calgary and 
autliorizcd to organize a corjis of ycouts of which liis detach¬ 
ment of ahont’a score of Police, formed the nucleus. This corps 
the General muned “fSteele's IScouts.’’ The other othcers of this 
corps were Captain Oswald and Jueuteuant Coryell, a graduate 
of the Juiyal iMilitary Colh'ge. 'I'lie well-known Police figure, 
Sergt. Fury, was with Steele. 

Major dames A\'alker, one of the “old original” supe^dn- 
tendenfs of the Ahirth-AVest Mounted Police, then ranching at 
Calgary, was appointed to coniinand the Calgary Home Guard. 
Major Stewart of the Stewart Ranch raised a corjis known as 
the Rocky .Mountain liangers, which were stationed at Fort 
Maeleod. and Lethbridge and patrolled the lloservations and 
ranch country along the border, flis oliieers included the late 
Senator Devi'ber as surgeon, Captains Lord .Boyle, Gilpin 
Brown and dohn Jlerron, Lieutenants d. K. Scott, Hon. H. 
Boyle, W. F. Powell, .Janie's Cdiristie, George Ives and C’harlos 
Smith. ■ .\ Home Guard was later formed at High Kiver. 

A constant e.xchange of telegrams between General Strange, 
General J\Iiddleton ami iMilitia Headquarters was kept up. 
Strange was informed that the doth Carabiniers Mount Royal, 
under Lient. Col. .1. A. Ouimet, i\LP., and the 92nd Winnipeg 
Light Infantry under Licut.-Col. W. Osborne Smith, C.M.G., 
woi-c being sent to Calgary; also that the 7th Voltigeurs de 
(Quebec would follow hUer. 

On -Ajndl 7th, a message to the General from Fdmonton, 
signed by .Messrs, d. McDougall. Hudson’s Bay Chief Factor; 
Georgi' A. Simpson. d.P., and Honald Ross, chairman of the 
Defence Committee, stated that the Indians were on the war¬ 
path and asked for men and arms at once. Afowat’s ride from 
Fdmonton to Calgary with this message, changing horses fre¬ 
quently, and galloping the whole 200 miles, is one of the 
famous rides of Alberta History. On the 11th a teli^ram 
from General Aliddleton ordered Strange te mai'ch at once to 
Edmonton with whatever forces be could command. April 12th 
saw the arrival at (''algary of the first troops from the East— 
the 65th Carabiniers Alount Royal. Lt.-Col. Ouimet returned 
Flast at once, leaving the battalion under his second in command, 
Lt-Col. Hughes, who had been an officer of the Headquarters 
Staff of Alilitary District Xo. 6 (Montreal). The adjutant 
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was Captain Cortlaiult Starnes, now Corninissionor of the 
Eoyal Canadian i\IonntcJ Police. 

The story of tlio part taken by tliis JJattalion in the cam¬ 
paign was published l)y Cliarles K. Daoiist, a sergeant of the 
unit, under the title; "(Jcnl-cuujl Jours da Service Actif.” 
Daoust says that during the evening of the l-‘Uh a runner 
brought in the report that a band of Jndian.s was only two 
miles away. A piequet of twenty men under (’aptain Starnes 
was posted “on a neighbouring mountain.” On another day a 
snow storm which the inhabitants of the “village” called a 
“chinook” drove the Goth from their tents to the .shelter of the 
Mounted Police Barracks. 

On April I7th the !)2n<l Winnipeg Light Infantry arrived 
at Calgary, under command of Lt. ftol. W. O.sborne Smith, 
C.M.G., a former eommander of ililitary Di.strict ISTo. 10 
(Winnipeg). Capt. C. ('’onstantine, afterwards a well-known 
kfounted I’olice Officer, was adjutant. The battalion consisted 
of seven comjianic's of forty men (‘ach. 

One comjjaiiy was hd’t at Calgary, one at Macleod, and 
one at Gleichen witli a d(dachment at Crowfoot. Four com- 
paiiies marched with Strange's force. 

Inspector A. B. I’ei'ry, a graduate of the Royal Military 
College, who had served for a time as an officer of the Royal 
Engineers afi’d who was afterwards Commissioner of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, was given the rank of Major in the 
Militia and was ordered from Macleod with 20 Police and one 
muzzle-loading 9-pounder Field. Gun—the Artillery of the Al¬ 
berta Field Force. This old gun, even then a veteran,.after being 
hauled and floated all the way to Frenchman’s Butte and 
Beaver River, now rests with an old companion in front of the 
Old Timers’ Cabin at Edmonton. 

All of the .troops whiclr General Strange expected to arrive 
in Alberta at an early date wore now g^sembled and he njade 
plans to‘move on Edmonton Avithout ^^urther delay. These 
plans were telegi-aphed to General Middleton. 

Transport consisted of some-Government survey cars and 
hired farm wagons. , 

■ ‘ General Strange tells us that the whole force, except the 
Mounted Police, wore soft felt hats looped up at the left side; 
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the (ihtli were in riflegreen uniform, commonly called ‘‘black”; 
the Winnipeg Light Infnntry wore scarlet jackets; the Alberta 
iMonnted Lilies'W('re in brown canvas “police” stable jackets, 
and Stcxile's Scouts in buckskin shirts and “Scliapps.” The 
I’olico at flrst wore their usual uniform but later put their 
scarlet jackets in the wagons and wore stable jackets. Police 
and Scouts usetl JMexican saddles which were late in arriving 
and in bad repair, causing tins unit delay in leaving Calgary. 
Police, Scouts and .Mounted Pities bad AVinchestor rifles, car¬ 
ried across th(4 saddle in a loop attacbod to tbo horn. The 
Infantry used the Knfleld rifle. 

A veteran friemd of CJcneral Strange’s service in India, 
Captain Dale of the Madras Fusiliers, then farming in IMani- 
toba, was made Ilrigado Major, and tbe Generars son. Captain 
F. Eland Strange, a graduate of the Jipval Military College, 
acted as A,1).C. Captain AVrigbt of the d.Ird Battalion, Ot¬ 
tawa, Captain Hamilton and i\Ir. Desbrisay were Supply and 
Transport Officers. 

Surgeon-Major I’ennefather was iMedical Officer. 

2. 'Piij.: AlAin'ii ox Edmonton 

Thi.s little army of horse, foot and “gun” marched on 
Edmonton in three echelons. 

Ec])orts had been received by the General of depredations 
by half-brcHHls and Indians at Battle River, Beaver Lake, Vic¬ 
toria and Saddle Lake. From tlu^ small settlement at the cross¬ 
ing of th(> Red TOecr, the Gaetz and Beatty familieS'^had fled 
to Calgary. 

Live days before the; first elements of the force marched 
Irom Calgary, the General ordered Lieut. Coryell arid a patrol 
of fifteen other ranks of “Steele’s Scouts” to proceed in the 
direction of Edmonton in advance of a party of the Red Deer 
settlers returning to their homes. The men of this party had 
been provided with arms and organized, as a “Home Guard” 
under Mr. Beatty as Sergeant Coryell was ordered, if he found 
his patrol strong enough, to secure the crossing of the Red 
Deer, placing the buildings in a state of defence as quickly as 
piossible. 

The Rev. John ircDougall was accepted as a Volunteer 
and with four “mountain” Stoneys from Morley was given the 
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job of carrying lUiapatcbes to Ecliuonton if possible ami there 
arranging for boat transjjort on I lie Saskak'liowan Kiver. 

Canon MacKay was attached hj Strange’s Headquarters 
as Chaplain, but also served as a very'efKeiont scout A young 
Presbyterian minister from Fort klaeleod also served as ■ a 
chaplain with the force. 

The first echelon marched from Calgary on April 20th, 
under command’of General Strange himself. It consisted of 
Mounteil I’olicc and Scouts to the number of CO, under Major 
Steele, No.s. 2, .5, t! and 7 companies'of the G5th, under Cap¬ 
tains des Trois-Maisons, Villenouvc, Giroux and Doherty (now 
the Eight Hon. C. J. Doherty). This section of the C5th re¬ 
ferred to hy Daoust a.3r“lc Bataillon Droll” was under Lt.-Col. 
Hughes with the Adjutant Captiin Starnes. 

General Strange directed .Major Steele to arrange for 
advance and flanking scouts and to .select camp grounds; on ' 
arriving at camp ground the wagons (175 in number) were to 
circle until a complete corral was formed; fires were to be 
lighted only outside; tlie Cavalry was ordered to herd and 
guard the (.’avalry and transport liorscs at night. ' 

At tlie Battle Eiver the column was joined by Fathers 
l.acombe and Scidlen, who had l)een trying to induce tlie bands 
of Bob-tail, Ermine-skin and Sharp-head to keep the peace. 
The two former chiefs were presented to the General who re¬ 
fused to shake hands with them as they were reported to have 
plundered the Hudson’s Bay (’ompany’s store and were con¬ 
sidered “bad.” They received a stern warning. Steele says 
these two chiefs were reimtcd to be “coffee-coolers” of the 
worst type. 

On the 23rd the second echelon marched from Calgary 
under Major Perry. It consisted of his detachment of twenty 
Police with the field gun. Nos. 1, 3, 4 and G companies of the 
Goth under Captains Ostell, Bauset, Boy and Ethier. These 
companies, called by Daoust “le BaiaUlon Oauche,” were com¬ 
manded by Captain Eobert. The march of this group is de¬ 
scribed by Daoust in great detail. It appears that there was 
much friction between the civilian teamsters and the men of 
the G5th, arising out of the old vexed question of who-might 
ride on the wagons. It required the firm hand of Major Perry 
on more than one occasion to prevent serious trouble. The 
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crossing; of the Rod l^oer was iiceoinplishcd with' difficulty as 
the water was liigli, I lie cable down aiid'tlfc ferry out of order. 
With great difficulty the cable was gotten across. A raft was 
built'to bo used instead o.f a Ru'ry and the i)recious gun placed 
thereon,'escorted by iMajor rerry- and several soldiers. As the 
raft was pushed out from shore it was catight in the strong 
current, the ropes broke and away went the raff dovvn stream 
towards a dangerous rapid about four miles below. Men ran 
along the bank trying to throw ropes to the Major on the raft. 
When nearly three luiles down stream, Major Perry, liy jump¬ 
ing into the water, managed' to seize a rope and regain 'the 
raft Jt was hauled asliorc beside a cut-hank and the gun had 
to bo hoisted up in parts. 'J'hc trails were soft and the difficulty 
of hauling the gun and wagons was at times very great The 
late James E. Orccu of Edmonton, who was a Police Corporal 
with Perry, told the writer that they .spent nearly a day in 
crossing the.Placlonud Valley. 

Twenty men of Eo. S Company, Goth, under Lieut Nor- 
mandeau, were ordered to remain as a guard at the Crossing 
of the Red Peer and to construct a “fort” or strong-point 
Daoust gives a drawing and description of “Port ETormandeau” ' 
which this detachment built, ft consisted of a large log house, 
loop-holed, with a surrounding palisade, and moat. An elab¬ 
orate description of this fort, wffiich seems to have .been very 
well built, is 'given in the Edmonton Bulletin of July 4th, 
iSSo, wdiich also contains.a description of “Fort Ostell,”'con- 
structed at the Battle River, and also a description of “Fort 
hlthicr” at the Government Farm at the crossing of Pipestone 
Creek. 

As Perry's Command passed tlic Pipestone, orders were 
received to establish the post at that point. Lieut. Villeneuve 
and twenty other ranks' of, the C5th were' accordingly assigned 
le this-'duty. A palisade'and trench surrounded the buildings 
and a strong log bastion was built after the model of a bastion 
on St. Helen’s Island at Montreal. This bastion has b^n 
carefully preserved by Mr. Frank Lucas, owner-of the property. 
In the fall of 1923 the Alberta Historical Society, on behalf 
of the Goth Regiment, presented Mr. Lucas with a replica of the 
home-made-Union Jack flo>vn by the original garrison of “Fort 
.Ethier.” 

The third group, having been delayed awaiting the arrival 
of saddlery for the Alberta Mounted Rifles and for the comple- 
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tion of. transport arrangeinoilte, niiircliod iiuder command of 
Lt.-Col. W. Osborne Smith, (J.M.O. It consisted of*the Win¬ 
nipeg Light Infantry (4 companies) and transport. Orders 
were issued to leave a detachment of tlic Alberta Mounted Rifles 
under Lieut. Dunn to patrol the (iijlgary-Edmonton Trail. 

■ General Stnuige with his'iirst echelon reached Edmonton 
on May 1st, having made the march of 200 miles from Calgary 
• in 10 days. 'Before crossing tlie Saskatehewan, No. 7 Com¬ 
pany of the 05th, under Captain Ooherty, was ordered to pro¬ 
ceed via (’lover Bar and roiJort to Major A. H. Griesbach, in 
command of tlie Bolicc Post at Fort Saskatchewan and of the 
Edmonton area. . ' 

The General described liiA first sight of Edmonton,, “The 
scattered little town of Edmonton peeping tlirough clumps of 
pine and poplar, the blue sky and l>rilliaiit sunshine gilding 
the grey old stockades of the Hudson’s Bay' Eort with its'quaint 
bastions and buildings crowning the steep bank over the broad 
swift sweep of the Saskatchewan,” as a sight that lingered 
long in his memory. 

After crossing the river on John Walter's ferry, the little 
army was formed up and was led bravely' up the hill to the 
South Gate of, the Fort, while a salute was fired from the 
company’s three brass cannon s(!rved Ay Edmonton Home 
Guard. 

A small boy spectator (now Major General the W. A. 
Griesbach) remembers that General Strange, a handsome big 
man with a huge bqard, rode a beautiful chestnut horse, Ayore 
a soft felt hat turned itP at the side, the military garment known 
as a “frock coat,” and a big sword. Up the greatly relieved 
people of Edmonton and vicinity, gathered at the Fort, he and 
his men represented safety and the power of law and order, - 

3. The Edmonton Home Guaed 

The Edmonton Home Guard who, had “held the fort” were 
now disbanded and publicly, thanked by the General for their 
services.,' Some of the men enlisted in Steele’s Scouts and 
others in the Edmonton Rifle Company which was formed at 
a later date. ' ' - 

Th& following information regarding the Edmonton (Home 
Guard has been given to the writer by Mr. John A. Mitchell, 
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ciiio of tlie ofiicors, iiow residing- nl, I’iikau, and l)y Mr. Ken¬ 
neth A.-iMcLcod, ii sergeant,of the tinard. It wa.s formed on 
receipt of the news of the Frog l.ake massacre. The officers 
were Alajor William Still’, Ivetired Jnst Canadian Militia, in 
eouiinand; J.,ient. .William (h JhhotsOn, Iletired -Jnst Canadian , 
:Militia, and Incut. John A. Alitehell, attached to the Edmonton 
'Xiidian Agency." The total strength was ahont thirty. The 
■guard proceeded to o<'cnpy Fort Jnhiionton and made use of the 
arms found in the Arnionry. The.se consisted of three.small 
■ hrass can'non and ahont a dozen junz/.le-loading muskets of the 
type in u.se in'the army at tlie time of the Indian jilutiny of 
IS^hT. ■'I’liere was no ammunition on hand. Some of the rneii 
of 'the (Inard were set at work moulding lead halls. Th&e 
\\eronol round Init cylindrical with a conical jKiint and a groove 
at the ha.sy to which a gauze sack of [)ow^'r was attached. The 
women, niade up thes('•sacl!vranth''«flso h^ed in moulding the 
lead halls' and iti fasteningithe powder lacks to them. Mrs. 
■jiiltchell iind jifrs. (’harle.K Sutter wj^e particular^ active. 
'Iho hall and powder .sack crnfsJiJjjJ-ftlg the “load,” w-ero placed 
in the harrel of the musket and rammed down without a “wad.” 

A'few hiemhers of the guard had private rifles, hut some had 
iFh llrt'-arnls, yot even shot-guns. Each man had a “brush- 
horjk" as a resdrve weapon. 

I'lie bastions and .stoekailes of the Fort had been allowed 
to get into disrepair and had to he renewed. 'I'hc “Hig House” 
was outside the stockade. 

The inemhers of the duard slept in the Hudson’s Bay 
hunk-hodso. At first the men wc-re on duty continuously, hut 
' later attejided to their own work during the day and were on 
duty during the nights. • ' • 

A .steam engine and line of hose was secured and placed 
in the Fort plaza near the well fur use in ease of probable 
employment .of “fire-arrows” by the Indians. 

Al’here yvas. always a sentry at the gate which faced the „ 
river. A line of sentries e.xtended from the Fort eastward to 
the Edmonton Hotel (Donald Boss’ Hotel which stood at the 
base of the hill on 101st ytrcct), thence up the hill and across 
the Hudson’s Bay, Keserve along or near what is now Jasper 
Avenue and thence hack to the Fort. .Later, some rifle pits 
were dug on the St. Albert Trail, near where the Misericordia 
Hospital now stands.- The brush was cleared from a 


zone 
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around the Fort. A plan of defence was drawn, up and special 
“sharpshooters” were detailed for die three bastions. The 
sergeants in charge of the bastions were Kenneth A. JlcLeod, 
James McDonald^, and Jolin S. Ednionton. It was realized that 
the,Fort could be fired into from the higher ground where the 
Parliament'Buildings now stand, but it'was not considered 
wise to attempt to construct a new fort on .a better site. There 
were several alarms but no hostilcs appeared. 


4. PltKl’AUATIONS AT EdMO.NTO.V 

' The reader will remember that there i{ere now three- 
“forts” or strong-points on the lines of cominunicatioti: 
between Calgary and Edmonton—Fort Nqrmgiidcau at itho 
Bed'Deer River, Fort Ostell at the Battle RiVer and Fort Etfcier 
, at the Pipestone Creek. There were also the patrols of Alberta 
Mounted Rifles under Lieut Dunn. A dpspatch rider'‘servicQ 
and siipply service by means of wagoH^troins wcrQ.'6rganized. 

The'group commanded by Major Perry remdied Ednoontoii^ 
on May 5th and the third group, commanded' by Lt-Col.tW. 
Cisbome Smith, C.M.G.,'arrived on the ibtti. 


A largo sjeow, 100 feet by 25’fefitf'Was requisitioned from 
the Hudson’s Bay Compmiy, and four smaller scows, construc¬ 
tion of.which pad beg.nf^mmenced caj. Rev. John McDoiigall’s 
arrival at Edmonfon, Xvere rushed to completion. General 
Strange states that a ferry in use at Clover, with wire cable, 
was purchased and taken along, so that if required the cable 
could bo stretched across the river aud a “cable-swing-ferry” 
operated to tranMer troops rapidly across the river. 

^ A specially built scow had a platfoi’m for the gun- and bar¬ 
rels and sacks of pork, beef, flour and other supplies were piled 
around the sides of the scow as “armour.” On account of the 
lack of space the ^in was lashed, the whole scow taking the 
recoil and the gun was transversed by pointing the whole scow— 
the same principle-was used in ,the Great Warlby air-pilpts in_ 
. firing their machine guns. , . | 

This gunboat,?was named the ^‘Big Bear” by the lads of 
the 65th and was no doubt the first warship in Alberta waiters. 

Some feared that the scows were not “sea-worthy” Vind 
Colonel Osborne Smith requested a Board of Enquiry. I^he 
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]!oiii’d 'was aiitlioi'ized and several witnesses were examined. 

'J’lieso witnesses satisiicd the Hoard that the scows were safe. 

Some Edmonton mcnipqssossing- special qualifications 'were 
enlisted Ki'Steele’s Scouts. These included Troopers W. JD. 
Patton, AVm. Ibhotson, W. Stiff, J. Bcldon, J. A. Petrie, AV. F. 
Speariiij, F. AValtcrs, AV. PJ' AVest (Bill AVost), G. E. AVhite, 
P.'Young', Alex. Rowland, J. Rowland, F. Rowland, C. AVhit- 
ford, J. (.'alder and others. 

As tlie supply of case-shot fur tlie field gun was very small, 
bags were (filed with trade halls from the Ipudsou’s Bay Store 
and proved satisfactory. / 

The wagon transport of the force/ was reorganized - at 
Edmonton, many settlers in the vichiity being engaged with 
their teams. The teamsters were .yrincd with “Snider” rifles. 
Extra supplies and forage were obtained but as the grass was 
beginning to grow not .much hay''was tarried, but oats had to be 
provided for cavalry and tran'sport horses. 

Colonel Ouimqt arrived at Edmonton before the force 
moved east, and took i'ipliis headquarters in the Fort, where No. 
2 Company of the Goth was left in garrison. 

Prominent citizen^ijof .Edhionton wrote a formal protest 
to General Strange that,the garrison of one company left there 
was not sufficient, hut the General refused to further weaken 
his small column. .V little later Lt.-Col. Ouirnet obtained-the 
organization of the St. Albert lAfounted Rifles, commanded by 
Captain Sam Cunningham, a prominent Metis, afterwards a 
member of the North-AVest Council, with Lieut. Daniel 
Maloney, a prominent settler, afterwards a member of the 
North-Wc'st Legislature, and Lieut. Octave Bellerose, a prom¬ 
inent iletis. Later, No. .7 Company of the AVinnipeg Light 
Infantry, commanded by Cairtain Macintosh, arrived from 
Southern' Alberta, and remained in garrison at Edmonton. 

. 5. Fkom Edmoxton to AIictoria 

General Strange moved by “bounds” and his next objective 
was Victoria. 

The first eleinents left Edmonton, by the old Fort Pitt 
trail on May 5t.h, and consisted of Major Steele in command 
with Steele’s Scouts and Nos. 5 and C Companies of the 6.5th. 
•Daoust notes that two prominent settlers were met near-Fort 
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Saskatchewan and that these men said that the H'alfbreeds and 
Indians had right on tlieir side and that it would take an 
army of twenty tliousiuid men to put dowm the rebellion; that 
the Halfbreeds had gone too far in revolt to retreat and would 
sell their lives dearly. 

The second group consisted of Nok 3 and 4 Companies 
of the 05th under Lt.-Col. Hughes, who marched fi’om Edmon¬ 
ton on May 8th and caught up with Major Steele at Deep Creek. 

On May TOth the combined groups under Lt.-Col. Hughes 
marched again and arrived in Victoria on the afternoon of 
the 11th. 

On May 16th the flotilla of boats having on board Gen¬ 
eral Strange and his staff, Major Perry and his Police with 
the field giin, also the Winnipeg Light Infantry under Colonel 
Osborne Smith, arrived at Victoria. The flotilla had made a 
safe voyage, preceded by scouts in canoes. The scows simply 
'■floated down, the river.” 

A Home Guard was enrolled at Victoria under command 
. of the Rev. A. ]\IcLaehlan, a ilethodist missionary, and arrange¬ 
ments -made to repair the stockade of the old Hudson’s Bay 
, I'ort and put the place in a state of defence. Rations were 
% [■ supplied to be issued to the settlers. General Strange states 
that a half company of the C5th were left in garrison. 

The whole force (except the Alberta Mounted Rifles) was 
now assembled in ,one camp and plans were made for the 
advance into the area where contact with the enemy might be 
expected. The general plan of campaign as sanctioned by 
General Middleton was that Strange’s troops, going down the 
river and Middleton’s troops coming up the river, should get 
into communication and attack Big Bear or Poundmaker (^or 
both together, as was believed probable) in a joint operation. 

Strange says that ho felt obliged to proceed although dis¬ 
appointed that the remaining companies of the Winnipeg 
Light Infantry had not been pushed forward mOre quickly 
. than they were, to be followed by the 9th Voltigeurs of Quebec 
under Lieut.-Col. Amyot, who were in turn to have been re- 
■ placed in garrison duty in the southern part of the district by 
the Montreal Garrison Artillery (serving as infantry). This 
latter unit was actually stationed at Regina. 
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An niisueoessful effort was made to get Chief Pakan of 
the Whitofisli Keserve to pi-ovidc some scouts for the force. 

On the lYtli, Major Steele witli Steele’s Scouts moved on 
to Saddle Lake, preceded l>y an advance party under Lieut. 
Coryell, who setups to, have been getting jobs of this sort very 
often. 

On the 20th, the force left Victoria. • The Winnipeg 
Light Infantry cxclia'nged places with the Gotlp who embarked 
in the ho.ats. The men proceeded to name those “Big Bear,” 
“JSTancy,'’ “Bauset” and “Boy du Bord.” On May 23, the 
Alberta .^[ount.ed Bifles caught up with the force at Dog Bump 
Creek. 

; Standing orders for the force popcated the'direction that 
the wagons'M'crc to he corallcd in a circle ip case of attack at 
night; no tents or “truck of any kind” allowed within the 
corral; headquarters and units wore to pitch their, tents in a 
single lino outside the corral and near their own wagons. 

On the night of the 22nd, some shots wore heard on the 
shore and the whole of the (ioth was speedily under arms, went 
ashore,' climbed the hank, and ,deployed. After the neighbour¬ 
hood had been patrolled tlioroughly and no enemy found, the 
'troops returned to the boats, hut thereafter bivouacked on land 
at night. 

On Snndav, the 24-tli of ifay, the scows were tied up at 
the mouth of the Frog Lake Creek, Mass was celebrated on 
board one of the boats. From now on the land column and the 
ffotilla kept in close touch with each other’. At Moose Hills 
Creek information was I’weived that a lai^e band of Indians 
was near Fort Pitt. The field gun was landed and the 
force proceeded with gi-eat carrtion. Fort Pitt was reached on 
the 25fli. It was a smoking ruin, deserted by its former Police 
garrison. Af Frog Lake Lieut. Coryell's patrol (including the 
three Bowlands, W. B. West and Calder) found the bodies of 
the, victims of the niassaci-e. The bodies of the two priests were 
in the cellar of a house which had benm burned. The other 
bodies were l.ving on the gi’ound where they had fallen., One 
man's dog wtis dead across his knees. The bodies were buried, 
(.’’anon MacKay reading a funeral service. 
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6. Fobt Pitt 

The story of the defence of the post by Inspector Dickens 
(son of the famous novelist), and his Police is that ho had 
withdrawn his detachment from Prog Lake Reserve,-the scene 
of the revolting massacre, at the re<luest of the Agent, shortly 
before the tfagedy, which occurred immediately after the Big 
Boar bands heard of the Duck Lake hght. The whole force 
of Police under Inspector Dickens had then proceeded to 
strengthen the Fort, which consisted of some five buildings 
without a palisade, and by building such fences a^M|rriers 
as they could and pulling down outlying shacks^^®|B|f and 
windows were barricaded and loop holes mad4BBHHwwalls. 
Dickens had a number of civilians to protect, inciumi^^omen 
and -children, and had sent a message to Battleford asking for 
a reinforcement of fifty men but got no reply, the bearer having 
been intercepted. The Port was now invested by Big Bear’s 
band, who camped just out of range on the high ground to 
the north, having with them as prisoner Halpin and others. 
Big Bear demanded the surrender of all arms and ammunition 
and privately sent word to Mr. !McLean, the senior Hudson’s 
Bay Company representative, asking that some blankets be 
put aside for him, saying that he was an old man and that when 
the Port was taken his young men would get everything. Mr. 
ilcLean went out to parley with the Indians, thinking he might 
induce them to keep the peace, but was treacherously taken 
prisoner. Strange to say, McLeaif sent in word for' his family 
to join him, and they went accompanied by all the civilians in 
the post They became prisoners of the Indians and were 
dragged around the country for weeks before they were finally 
released. They were often threatened with murder and were 
in danger from General Strange’s gun' fire at the battle of 
hronchman’s Butte; Their safety was largely due to the 
friendly attitude of some Wood Crees with Big Bear. 

Constables Cowan, Loasby and Quinn, who had been sent 
out on patrol to Prog Lake, in returning discovered the Indians 
between them and the Fort. Cowan and Loasby decided to ride 
through but the.Crees opened fire, killing Cowan gnd wounding 
Loasby. The garrison of the Fort then opened a heavy fire on 
the Indians and Loasby managed to crawl to safety. Quinn 
escaped for the moment, but later fell into the hands of the 
Indians. 
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Seeing it was useless to remain, Diclcens embarked bis 
little command on a scow during the night and escaped to 
I’attleford. 

When the troops arrived they gave Constable Cowan’s 
mutilated body a military funeral. His heart had been cut 
out and stuck on a stick. His body whs removed a few years 
ago by ]\Ir. Lovell and Sergt. Hall of Onion Lake to the Military 
(.'emetery at the foot of the Cairn erected by the Historic Sites 
and Monuments Board at brog Lake, to mark the scene of the 
massacre. . , • 


7. L^EXcjiAtAN’s Butte 

On the night of JFay 25, the Force camped on the high 
ground north of the ruins of Fort Pitt. All of the mounted 
troops were assigned to the tg sk of discovering the trail the 
Indians had taken wLtii theii^hite prisoners, while an infantry 
fatigue party wa>_set to work repairing what was left of the 
building.s and palisades of the Fort. 

Major Perry and his Police without their field gun, ac- • 
companied by Ckinon iMacKay and Pev. John McDougall, both 
accomplished scouts, born in the country, were ferried across 
to the south side of the Saskatchewan. Oii finding some signs 
that the Indians and their prisoners had crossed, this party 
followed the trail, believing that Big Bear and his Indians had 
set out to join Poundmaker near Battleford. This proved a 
“false scent” however, and although Perry searched the coun¬ 
try as far as Battleford, he got no information of the enemy. 
Steele, with about 100 cavalry, examined trails on the north 
side of the river and finally picked up a heavy trail leading 
east. 

With the General’s approval, Steele followed the trail, 
and near midnight found himself on the high bank of the river 
about three miles east of Fort Pitt. While halted and looking 
about for a place to bivouac, the !^[ajor was fired upon at close 
quarters by an Indian lying in the. grass. The Indian then 
sprang up and tried to reach his horse, but was, as Steele says, 
brought down by a shot from Corp. McLelland of the Police. 
Immediately heavy firing broke out from Steele’s men and con¬ 
cealed Indians. This lasted only a few minutes, when the 
small band of Indians galloped off towards the east. Steele 
says the band he encountered was an outpost and .probably in- 
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tended to sUirapcdo iiis horses when his men luul got into their 

blankets. ' i 

This incident Was reported to General Strange and Steele’s 
men l)ivonackcd for,the iiight. Next mornuig the trail to the 
east was followed. , In a short time the advanced scouts under 
AVhitford of Edmonton were driven in hj a large band of yell¬ 
ing braves. These, however, on seeing the main body, cleared 
out towards the east , . 

Shortly after this incident General Strange aj>peared with 
the Winnipeg Light Infantry, the remainder of the Alberta 
klminted Rifles undej Major Hatton, and the field gun manned 
by an infantry crow, under Oaptafn E..Bland Strange, A.D.C., 
and' Sergt'lO’Gdhuor of the Mounted Police. The infantry 
Avero in wagons. Tile 05th Bn., ito the number of about 100, 
under Lt.-Cel. Hughes, had been embarked on the “Big Bear,” 
with orders to land when they saw the signal of a white flag 
displayed on the “mountain” (high bank). One company of 
the G5th had been left to repair’ and garrison Fort Pitt. Daoust 
says the repair was accomplished in 14 hours of work. 

On| reaching Major Sjtcele, the wagons were formed into 
a’ corral] under Major Wright of the 43rd Regiment. The 
drivers, being armed, acted as a transport guard. The march 
Avas then resumed, and about four miles further on touch W 4 ts 
gained with the enemy again. The Indians Avord on a ridge 
and on a bare summit on the left front of the force a fine band 
Avas galloping in a circle, giving the “Red Book” signal to their 
main body, “enemy in sight.” General Strange, deployed his 
force and advanced. The cavailry dismounted and were de- 
jdoyed on the left, the Winnipeg Light Infantry on the right.- 
On advancing no serious opposition Avas encountered. Both 
Strange and Steele noted the extreme difficulty of keeping 
touch Avhi^^dvancing in the thick poplar woods. 

The field gun was brought into action and opened on this 
cavalcade, Avhich at once moved off east towards Frenchmen’s 
Butte. The 65th had come up just in time to fire a foAV rounds 
at the retreating cavalcade.. 

The advanced scouts kept in touch with the Indians 
which Steele says could be seen before dark, moving up the 
slopes of the well-knoAvn old-time landmark, “Frenchman’s 
Butte”—Steele had seen it last in 1876 and remarks that it 
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had become largely covered •with trees in the meantime. The 
Indians had camped near the foot of the Butte with a “lookout’’ 
on the summit, until tlieir outposts wore driven in by the 
troops. They then moved to tho coulee whore the battle took 
fclace. 

1 . Strange remarks that tlie both had neither blankets, gnaif 
N^§Nnor rations for tho night, and that thcir-comrades of the 
Aywnpog Light Infantry had but short rations to share with 
fJfcm. A corral was formed as xisua-1 and the men wore extended 
to cover its whole cireumforenco. Our advanced outposts could 
sec Indian fires, probably of outpost detachments, during the 
night. 

On the morning of the 28th, tho Force advanced along 
the Indians’ trail, preceded by the cavalry dismounted, forming 
an advanced guard with patrols on and to the right and left of 
the line of advance. The infantry were on tho trail, tho both 
leading, then the field gun; then an infantry escort; and then 
the wagons.; all on tho trail. The Indian camp ground with 
leinains of a Sacred Lodge was passed. The numbers of tepee 
circles led the General and his experienced Scouts to believe 
that at least bOO warriors were in front of them. 

. The trail turned to the north of Fceuchm^jife^lutte and 
about fi.30.tho column reached the southbpu^of/4 coulee or 
ravine about a mile and a half froili'tliifJIutte^wnich was the 
scene’of tho engagement usually known as Frenchman’s Butte, 
but which is referred to by some Old Timers as “Stand-off- 
Coulee.” It might more accurately, .but much less picturesquely, 
he called the “Battle of the North East quarter of Section 35, 
Township 53, Range 25, West of the 3rd Meridian.’’’ Curious¬ 
ly enough the operations constituting the engagement fitted 
rather neatly into what is now tlie quarter section mentioned. 
In the bottom of this ravine, which is about 150 feet deep and 
alxiut GOO yards wide, runs a .small stream, a tributary of the 
Little Red Deer. On the south side the slopes were steep and 
covered with trees; the stream had overflowed its banks, which 
were soft and swampy; the north slope of the ravine was a 
bare glacis of about 500 yards and the top of the bank was 
covered with woods. 

^ The trail led to the right down the hill, across the creek, to 
the right up the slope and then sharply to the left up a small 
tributary coulee, and into the woods to the north of the ravine. 
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TJio position is about four miles from the Saskatcliewan Kiver. 
Field glasses showed Strange and his oflicers Indian rifle-pits 
in the edge of the woods on the north bank: There bad evident¬ 
ly been a camp in the bottom, of the ravine the previous night 
but no movement was sec'ii- arid not a sound came from the 
hostile position. 

The Force was deployed in the woods and the wagons 
corralled in a small open space to the right. The hold 
gun went into action at tha(point where the trail led down over 
the edge of the bank. Steele's Police and Scouts, which ad¬ 
vanced on foot, were deployed to the left, the G5th in the centre 
with two companies of the Winnipeg Light Infanti-y next to 
them and the Alberta jflounted liitles, dismounted, covered the 
right flank. Two companies of the Winnipeg Light-Infantry 
under'Cdloncl Osborne Smith' were held in reserve bn the hill. 
The line extended and moved down the hill to the willows along 
the creek, drawing a heavy rifle tire from the whole line of 
Indian trenches. The troops took cover and returned the 
Indian's fire. Daoust says that the heroic young priest Pero 
Provost, O.I\I.L, Chajjlain of the G5th, accompanied the advance 
of the men of that Battalion, wearing his white surplice, ready 
to administer tlie last sacrament of the Church to any who 
might be wounded. Two men of the 05th were wounded, Ptes. 
Marcotte and Le ilay. The General himself helped to carry 
the latter to a place of safety; Const. J. ilcPea of the Mounted 
Police was also wounded, (,'aptain Strange, in command of the 
gun, tried shrapnel, which appeared to have little effect, but 
made good practice with common shell with percussion fuses 
although the range was very short. The creek was a serious 
obstacle but some men crossed and no doubt all could have 
done so. However, those who did were met with a murderous 
tire from the Indians’ Winchester rifles, on emerging Horn the 
willows, and the General realized that an assault up the bare 
slope was too desperate to be attempted. 

General Strarigo’s official report of this engagement states 
that ho directed Major S.tecle to get his men mounted and 
reconnoitre the right of the Indian position, and that the 65th 
extended to the loft to occupy the space left vacant. Steele got 
his men mounted and moved to the left; after a considerable 
delay he reported that the Indian position extended for about 
a mile and a half, protected by bogs and muskegs along the 
course of the stream. It has since been learned from the 
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Indians that “Wandering Spirit,” the liead war chief under 
Big Boar, observed Steele’s niovonient and moved a party on a 
parallel route, occasionally sending, bursts of fire in his direc¬ 
tion and ready to protect the Indian right tlaiik in case of any 
attempt to tuni it. The same chief >wns responsible for laying 
out and completing the trenches which had been hastily dug 
by the Indians and some of the prisoners. 

Steele’s report and-the knowledge that the Indians in front 
of him outnumbered his force three to one, together with a 
report from Major Hatton that some of the enemy had got 
round his right tlajik and were firing into the wagon corral, 
determined General Strange to retire clear of the woods and 
this was accordingly done. Steele's Scouts covered the retire¬ 
ment, the field gun keeping up as rapid a fire as possible. 
The muzzle loading 9-poundcr with its volunteer crew, could 
not’.of course lay down a very heavy barrage. 

Hpori completion of this retirement a conference of senior 
officers,was. held, and although the General favoured an-attack 
on the Indian right he did not insist on this being carried out 
and a further retirement of about G miles was made to open 
ground where tlip wagons were corralled and the horses grazed. 

, Tho'tfiSth found that the pilot on hearing the heavy firing had 
taken,,^ their scow behind an island and found the current too 
strong for a return up stream. Eventually the scow went on 
down to Battleford with their blankets, great coats and rations. 
I’he whole'Force was back at Fort Pitt by nightfall. 

The reader must remember that General Strange had not 
established communication with General Middleton’s troops and 
that there was no possibility of his being reinforced. He was 
in the vast wilderness, hundreds of miles from anywhere, 
facing a well armed Indian force which he believed outnum¬ 
bered his troops three to one. As ho had often said he had no 
notion of “committing Custer.” 

8. Loon Lake 

Major Perry with his score of Police, Canon MacKay 
and the Eev. John McHougall had left Battleford on board a 
steamer in charge of Mr. Bedson to return to Fort Pitt. When 
about half way up despatch-bearers in a canoe were met who 
gave the nows of the fight at Frenchman’s Butte. Major Perry 
landed his party and proceeded by trail while the steamer 
returned to Battleford for orders. 





On nla.y Olst tlic Alberta Field Feree again moved out 
■from Fort Pitt and oti June 1st occupied tlie Indian position 
nortli of tlie coultv. Aii examiiuition of the trails proved that 
tlie Indians had niovod off in a northeasterly direction. They 
had ahando?ied many wagons and cars and also vary, valuable 
furs, ^fuch of the loot of Fort Pitt was found lying on the 
ground, if any of the wagons and carts could not be moved 
and were burned. 
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Tho drawing given in General Strange’s Book (1) of the 
Indian position does not correctly show the elahorate system 
ol trenches on their left flank. These are, however, accurately 
described in text as “the largo trenches on tho enemy’s 
left flank, commanding the trail approaching their position, 
formed a formidable ambuscade.” These trenches may; be 
seen today, four lines of them, in the bush flanking the trail 
leading up the small coulee from tho main ravine. Why 
were they dug there by orders of Wandering Spirit and Little 
Poplar? Were they intended as a flank defence or as an 
ambush ? As the Ganadian North-West Historical Society has 
been given custody of this battlefield tho trenches will he pre¬ 
served and future generations of visitors will fry to fathom 
the mind of the Indian warrior by means of these “documents.” 
Fortunately, notwithstanding forty-five years of rain and 
snow and tramping, of stock the trenches are in a perfect 
state of preservation'.. . 

General Strange tiow ordere d Steele to pursue Big Bear 
with stich 'mounted troops as were at hand, about (iO in all. 
Without doubt this was the proper thing to, do but also ■\<'ithout 
doubt tho decision was hastened by the information' that 
General Middleton’s steamer had arrived at Fort Pitt. Steele 
says that as the little force—20 Police, 20 Steele’s Scouts and 
20 Alberta kfounted Eifles—surely the .smallest Cavalry Brig¬ 
ade that ever pursued a fleeing foe, moved off, a staff officer con¬ 
veyed to Major Hatton of the Alberta Mounted Eifles an order 
to return to Fort Pitt—and that Hatton was so disgusted at 
losing the chance to participate in the sporting dash after Big 
Bear that he actually'wept. 

Steele was assured tliat the mounted troops arriy.ing with 
General Middleton would be sent on to support him and he 
moved off without niuch in tlie way of ammunition or supplies 
and no transport^—not even pack transport. 

By noon of Juno 2nd, Steele was in , touch with Indians 
who showed themselves across a meadow. Steele galloped at 
them with his whole squadron, only to find them a small rear 
guard who disappeared into tho forest. Trooper Fisk of 
Steele’s Scouts was shot out of his saddle with, a severe wound 
and Trooper Peterson of Steele’s Scouts was slightly wounded. 

On resuming the march early on the morning of June 3rd, 
the advance guard from high^ground overlooking Loon Lake 
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signalled tlio enemy in sight. Looking north from this Steele 
saw a bejiutiful lake with a peninsula extending out from the 
south-east shore. Horses and carts were fording the narrows 
to .this peninsula which was high and wooded. In the fore-, 
ground were some topees with squaws excitedly preparing to 
leave. An ambuscade -was suspected and Steele’s men dis¬ 
mounted and advanced with great caution. Teamster Billy 
Fielders with.his friend Trooper Bill West of Steele’s Scouts 
were-the first to uncover the'ambuscade, the former “getting” 
the first Indian at close quarters. A brisk fire broke out on 
all sides. The Indian.s tried \to turn the cavalry’s left flank 
but were met by a determined party under Sergt-Major Fury 
of the Mounted Police and were pushed back to the ' ford. 
Fury and West were severely, wounded in this movement. 


Presently Steele became aware that the Ipdians had suc- 
cccdod in getting their whole force across the ford to the 
peninsula and were delivering a strong fire from concealed 
positions in the woods. Steele, seeing tliat icAyould be madness 
"to attempt to force the ford in the facebf such strong opposi¬ 
tion and that ho had not men enough to- attempt a flanking 
movement by his right, retired his command to the top of the 
ridge. Ho then called on Canon ilacKay, the very militant 
churchman, to shout a message in Cree to the Indians, advising 
them to give up the prisoners, but the only reply^was a danger- ' 
•ous volley. The engagement lasted two hours. One of the 
.Indiafis killed in this fight was a well-knqwnAVood Creo Chief 
named “Cut-Arm.” ^ 

Steele now decided to retire on tho supporting troops and 
next morning met General Middletoir ^vith 50 Mounted Polieg 
under Colonel Herchmer, 40 Dennis Scouts, commanded by 
I,Capt. Dennis, now Colonel G. Pennis, C.M.G.,/fiO Boulton’s 
Scouts, and 20.Brittlcbank’s Scouts with one gun of “A” Bat¬ 
tery and one “Gatling-gun,” with one infantry company from 
each of the Grenadiers, Midlands and 90th. The infantry, 
was ordered back to Foyt Pitt and General Middleton deter¬ 
mined to follow Big Bear with his kL>unted Trobps, his field 
gun and the “Gatling,” taking Steelg’s little command along 
with him. 


9, The Force Comes Under Middleton’s Command 
■ Realizing that the Indians would turn east or west- 
• General Middleton ai’ranged for four other columns l)eside his 
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The Morass and Site on hill of Middleton’s and’Steele’s last Camp in the 
Chase of Big Bear in 1885 


own iiioluitod coiiiDttiiKl to p-o nortli—(.’oloiiol Irvine witli 
Xortli-IVest iiMotinted Police front Prince Albert to Green 
l.ttke, Colontd Otter from Pattleford to Turtle Lak(‘, General 
Strtiiipe with the Alberta Field Korec, miinis Steele's Cayalry, 
by way of Onion Lttke tind b’rop Lake to the Heaver River tit 
be Goff on the ('ItiplH'wyan Reserve, and the St. Albert 
Iloiinted Rifles, under ('itj)tain Sitm (’niniinpliam with Captain 
des Georpes of the fidtli as Statl' Otfieer, rejtresentinp head- 
(|uarters to Lite la Hiebe. Geiieriil -Middleton marched to 
Loon .Lake, intendinp to proceed to the Reaver River, which 
runs oa.sterly, rotipbly pariillel to the Saskatcht'wan. He was 
slopped, however by an iinjiassable ninskep iit the north end 
of Loon Lake, which had. thawed since the Indians crossed. 
Ho retraced liityron+e and. followed Strange to the Reaver 
River at Le GitfF.x^ One hundred of flie Winnipeg Light In¬ 
fantry were sent to Cdold Taiko niidcr'Colonel Osborne Smith. 

The Cliippewyaiis' had returned to their Reserve and 
claimed to have left Rig Rt.air before the fight at Frenchman’s 
Ifntte, having purchased their release by giving up forty head 
of cattle. The Wood Crocs had separated from Big Bear 
shortly after the fight at T-oon Lake, taking the prisoners north 
with them, whileMlig Bear and his Plain Crees moved east in 
the direction of Turtle Lake. A half dozen of the prisoners 
had escaped after the fight at Frenchman’s Butte and an 
Indian scout now brought in word that the Wood Crees had 
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released their prisoners north of the Beaver River near Lac 
des Isles, hut left them to make their way back to Fort Pitt by 
way of Loon Lake, about a hundred miles, without any supply 
of food. They were forced to exist on such game as they were 
able to take. General Middleton now ordered all troops back 
to Fort Pitt, From this place he sent out food and blankets 
for the prisoners by Mr. Bedson, who met them near Loon 
Lake. Big Bear everftually turned south between Otter’s and 
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Irvine’s Columns and crossed the Saskatchewan a short 
distance west of Carlton, where he surrendered to the Police, 
after learning from the half-breeds of the collapse of the 
rebellion. 

The Alberta Field Force was broken up at Fort Pitt, the 
infantry going down the river in steamers, the Mounted Police 
mostly to the Battleford post, and Steele’s Scouts and the 
Alberta Mounted Pifles to Edmonton arid Calgary. 

10. TiiK St. Ai.nEUT MouNXKn Rifles 

A word as to St.Albert Mounted Rifles. This little squad¬ 
ron of about sixty, all ranks, rode to the Mission at Lac la Riche 
by way of Victoria and Whitefish Lake. The men provided 
their own horses and saddlery and were issued with . “Snider” 
rifles. No uniforms were issued. Transport consisted of Red 
River carts. The march from Edmonton occupied about a week'. 
They used one of the Mission buildings at Lac la Riche as a 
ban-acks. The time was occupied with patrols, piequets, drill 
and rifle practice. The reserves were^patrolled and watched. 
It appears that before their arrival. Rig Rear had sent a half 
dozen emissaries to excite the Indians at Reaver Lake (near 
Lac la Riche) to rise and the news was speedily passed to the 
Lac la Riche Indians, who looted the Hudson’s Ray Company’s 
store. The leading half-breeds went to the west end of the 
lake for safety. Later Rig Rear’s messengers and some Indians 
from Reaver Lake Reserve picked up anything that was left at 
the company’s store. When Mr. Harrison Young of the Hud- 
. son’s Ray Company arrived, from Edmontoai some of the goods 
were returned. 

There were' several rumors that Rig Rear’s band was 
h.eading for Lac la Riche, and the little garrison was constantly 
kept on the alert. 

The St. Albert Mounted Rifles returned to Edmonton 
■ early in July and their arpis were turned in to the store at 
Fort Saskatchewan in September. 


i . 



Appendix 

I. HlIUHES’ KEPOIiT 

Loon Lakk^ Sasic, Nov. 7, 1931. 

Leak Mh, Ca.mi’jiei.i. I.nnes: / 

Promised you tliiit 1 would look up Chief /Jiig Bear’s trail 
in this district, is now almost ancient history. However, time 
has been not too plentiful, when work called elsewhere, and 
delay has been most regrettable.' 

Took several parties over and explored Loon Lake Nar¬ 
rows. The Ford, as kliddleton calls it, and J3ig Bear’s trail to 
the north of the narrows beyond the morass and also to the 
south beyond the Ford. 

Big Bear’s Trail is yet distinguishable in spots, it can be 
followed with ease. It is well tramped down but not in use 
now at this point. It follows high land and well located Avherc 
followed, even north of the lake across the so-called morass it 
has a hard bottom. The extent of this morass is exaggerated, 
well and over aliovi; what it actually is. The trail is the most 
logical, route to the Beaver River from this point and the 
shortest. 

The sketches of Jiliddleton’s report are remarkably correct, 
distance is overestimated, but the shape and description can bo 
followed with ease. 

This country has an historic interest coupled with 
the scenic value of this lake country, the fishing and 
hunting. The sandy beaches and the high temperatures of 
these waters in summer encourage much bathing by the country 
people and tourists that come to these parts. The fact that 
Big Bear’s trail is loc'ated here is proof that a highway is 
feasible to the west and north of Loon Lake Narrows, and this 
is now becoming an actual thing. Work is in progress now to 
have this an accomplished fact. 

Am sending you a sketch, showing the trail as found and 
answers the description of Middleton’s account of it, with points 
of interest. Some, photographs taken to show the actual-pie-- 
turesque scenes. Films are preserved and, if these and others 
lately taken are of value, you are certainly welcome to thein. 

' ' I am, very truly, 

" En. Hughes, 

Resided Engineer, The Tomlhison Construction Co., 

The Canadian National Railways. 
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]T. OLD ThMEUS WHO WERE THERE. 


J. Tomkins, No. 7 Fell Aociuie, Vaiu-ouvcr, B.O. 

When the Rebellion broke out I was Indian interpreter 
at Duek Lake. On arrival of Commissioner Irvine I was trans¬ 
ferred to his Department and worked as a Headquarters Scout 
in Carlton and Prince Albert. Made tlie ride from Fort Carl- 
fon to Snake Plains with despatches to the farm instructor in 
charge and the Reverend John MacKay, with orders to hold the 
Indians, if possible, which was done. Rode 50 miles on the 
27th of March—there was lots of snow—and delivered these 
despatches in 12 hours. Rode Mr. H. Reed’s horse. Dandy, 
arriving back in Carlton just as it was sot on fire and acted 
as sQout in advance of troops to Prince Albert. Good road all 
the way; used sleighs. 

I was under orders to General Strange from the time the 
troojjs arrived in Fort Pitt until after the'wbito wonl^m were 
returned and tho Indian p^-isouers captured and brought to 
Fort Pitt, headed by AVandering Spirit. \ 

I was interpreter and guide to Haytcr Reed of the Indi{in 
Department, who -at that time was Indian Commissioner and“ 
'Brigade General. Wo left Prince Albert on board the S.S. 
northwest and disembarked at Fort Pitt. There met General 
iStrange. I was instructed to guide the scouting force to 
Frenchman’s Butte, where there was a fight, but as I was on 
my way to find out where the white prisoners wQre, I did not 
sec this battle. I returned to Fort Pitt when the white 
prisoners were brought in and afterwards returned to Battle- 
ford, where I was stationed as interpreter to the Indian Agen^,' 
who after tho Indian trials were John Rae, a Mr. AA^ilson and 
Archdeacon MacKay. I left the service in T887, going to 
Montana. 


R. G. MacBeth, Vancouver. 

noticing an item in the Yancouver Province asking for 
,tnen who were with General Strange’s Alberta Field Force, ! 
may say that I was Lieutenant in No. 1 Company of the Win- 
nip^ Light Infantry and that I was in action at Frenchman’s 
Butte. At the time I enlisted I was a law student in Wimii- 
-p^g. Born in Kildonan, near by the home of the Selkirk 
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Settlers. Your idea of preserving some record of this I'orce 
a'nd its campaign is a worthy one. The movement of this 
J'orce from Calgary to Kdmonton headed off many efforts by 
the Indians. In my hook, “The Ylaking of the Canadian 
West,” you will find a quite detailed account of our Alberta 
Field Force Campaign. It was written from my notes or diary 
written up all through the campaign. 

A. C. D. Pujolt, Vancouver. 

1 was on Big Bear's 'J'rail with the troops from Fort Pitt 
t<, Loon Lake and was the only white man in Big Bear’s last 
camp, north of Loon Lake. 


W. T. Oke, Sardis, B.U. ^ . 

I was with Steele’s Scouts. 1 joined up in Calgary with 
the Scouts and was in all the engagements that took place then. 

George H’. 11 j7^s, Vancouver. 

I had th(‘ honour iff serving in that campaign—as bugler 
in No. 1 Kildonan Company of the Winnipeg Light Infantry. 
Company .officers wore Captains Pilsworth, First Lieutenant 
Sutherland, Second lieutenant MacBeth, and officer in charge 
of the battalion, Colonel Osborne Smith, later receiving the 
North-West Medal. If you wish any further reminiscences of 
Ihose thrilling days of the march from Calgary to Edmonton, 
of the arrival at Fort Pitt which was still burning as ..the 
Indians had fired it—nothing remained but smoking ruins,. -J 
will be glad to give them. No infantry took part at Loon 
Lake, only the Mounted Police under Colonel Sam Steele. 


James II. Stevenson, Vancouver. 

I came to Battlefoi’d in June, ISSJ. I think I was the 
youngest boy to carry arms in the Poundmaker scare of 1884. 
I was in the Battleford Rifles in 1885, under Captain E. E. 
Nash and !Major Smith. I was one of the men sent out to 
bring in the bodj- of Barney FreemonL I was in the Battle 
of Cut Knife Hill under Colonel Otter. Also one of the party 
sent to Frog Lake. I was in Ross’s Sdouts with Colonel Otter 
in the Flying Column north after Big Bear. .Along with 
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Eoss, Captain Sayers and a scout by the name of Short met 
some of General Strange's Scouts near old Fort Pitt. I was 
only fourteen in '85,/and my memory is very clear of things 
that happened, such as ]\Iajor Ci-ozier; Paddy Burke, killed at 
Cut IKnife; the hanging of the Indians; the trip north, follow¬ 
ing Big Bear’s trail when he had Mrs. Gowanlock and Mrs. 
Delaney and the JIcLean girls; also Frog Lake and old Fort 
Pitt. If I can be of any assistance to you please let me know. 
Mrs. J. M. Skelton is my aunt. 


6. 7i'. B. Bright, Calgary. 

I served all through tho liobelliou with Sam Steele, Otter 
and Horchmei’. 

/.’. 11. Metcalfe, Norwood Grove. 

■The writer was a member of tho ()5th Battalion and was 
with General Strange’s (’olumn throughout the campaign, hav¬ 
ing enlisted at Montreal at the ago of si.xtocn. The General 
was much liked and used to address tho Battalion in the 
French language which suited tho boys, Jis possibly not more 
than ten per cent wore English-speaking. We all got along 
nicely together and the writer for one learned to speak their 
language. Trusting you may meet with every success in your 
endeavour. 

Angus Morrison, Fort l^tt. 

Here is one who is still alive and is within four miles of 
the old trenches at Frenchman’s Butte and was Avith tho force 
when they got the two women from the Indians at Loon Lake. 
There are some in Battleford who know me, that is Mr. Roav- 
land, Mr. Cunningham and Mr. John Todd. 


E. A. Hayes, Okotohs, Alberta. 

I Avas a member of Steele’s Scouts under General Strange. 
I may say that avo took the.bodies of the victims of the Frog 
Lake Massacre from the Avells and cellars and buried them 
Avhen' Ave arrived there; also Ave foimd the body of the Police¬ 
man who was killed at Fort Pitt-CoAvan. Also I was in the 
engagements at Frenchman’s Butte and Loon Lake. All tho 
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members of Steele's Scouts or iieiirly nil arc now gone as far 

as I know. 

Sain. Weir, Winnipeg. 

1 belonged to tlie Winnipeg JS^noty-first Battalion AViniii- 
peg Light Infantry, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Osborne 
Smith. 


■John (>. Williams, ('alganj. 

1 have a vivid ])icture of the .situation fo\md at Frog Lake 
when we arrived, and was^oim of^lio advanced party finding 
tlio bodies of tlie victims, iumt+nng the two priests; also of 
Fort,Pitt, where the body of ]\Iountod Police (Wan was 
found. Saw the condition of tlie body, etc. f. was also on 
advance djity at Frenchman’s Butte and can remember e.xact 
positions of our troops at that battle. Wc were a part of the 
column of troops following Indians to Looii Lake and Cold • 
Lake. Our coinjiany was one-of tho'force held at Fort Pitt 
after all trouble was over until all. Indians had surrendered. 
Being on some geological work from Kleadow Lake to Fort Pitt, 
thence across to St. AValburg and Pattleford, I t<H>k a look over 
our old battle ground at Frenchman’s Butte in 1928. T found 
the old rifle pits of the Indians. They werg not filled in by dust¬ 
er clays tb'au,7 great amount but largo poplar trees were grow- 
ing up out of them and wore of good size. I' had the honoi: of 
being one of-four members of tho llanitoba Dragoons selected to 
represent the J’rovince at the Diamond Jubilee of (Jueen Vic¬ 
toria, having tho bronze medal for same—1897. 


Caplain IT. Parker, Medicina Hal. 

I b^ to state that T was an eye-witness of tho engagement 
of Frenchman’s Butte, being a member erf Major Steele’s 
Scouts and -was one of the advanced Scouts that located tho 
Indians, in their intrenched position on the opposite side of a 
muskeg. The following day I was sent back to Fort Pitt as 
part of an escort to bring General Middleton to General 
Strange’s camp, so was not present at Steele’s engagement at 
Loon Lake. ' 
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- B. L. Barherj CiUyari/, lias sent, an interesting aeeouut of 
his experiences, beginning with his enlistment at Calgary after 
a year’s prospecting in tlio foothills. The latter part of his 
story is as follows: 

General Strange. arrii'ed at Fort Pitt on the 25th of 
May, after passing Frog Lake, the scene of the massacre, where 
he detailed men to bury the dead he found there. Fort Pitt was 
still smouldering, having been set on fire on the evening of the 
24:th. We remained one day at Fort Pitt, and then started 
after the Indians' and came upon thcni at Frcnchmah’s Butte, 
which was a very high hill. Wo foiTued a lino far attack. 
About 200, Indians were circling Frenchman’s Bu^te, but a 
few shots from the 9-poundor soon drove them off—they did not 
like the gun “that spoke twice.” ' Wfe followed the Indians, and 
came up to them at Stand Off Coulee. There we found' rifle 
pits dug and protected by tr.ecs, extending about a mile and a 
half along the brow of the hill. *, Previous to our coming, the 
Indians, had decided to hold a Bun I)ance. Llowever, before 
the ceremony was well under way,-they were disturbed by the 
information that the soldiers were near. The prisoners and 
the families were moved across the little Bed Peer Iliver, 
out of sight, andjthe Indians spent the night making rifle pits 
and throwing up defences in preparation for the next day’s 
battle.' ■ The column retired about two miles and bivouacked 
for the night We advanced again at daybreak iii an easterly 
direction. The Police, Scouts and ^Mounted Rifles deployed as 
skirmishers, the Goth forming the Advance Guard behind the 
skirmishers and the Winnipeg.Light Infantry [followed as the 
main body. The Police and the Scouts advanced into the 
Valley in skirmishing -order, followed by the Goth and Gob 
Smith’s battalion, covered by the 9-pounder which kept up "a 
steady fire on the opposite side where the Indians were in 
force. This continued about three hours. Major Steele was 
now sent out to scout arouTjfd to t^ie left, and Major Hatton to 
the right of the enemy’s position. They returned and re¬ 
ported to General Strange that the hills and'valleys swarmed 
with Indians. General Strange, feeling that with^so small a 
force and .no supports nearer than Battleford, it was useless 
to go on, determined to retire, waiting reinforcements, so the 
troops were withdrawn and retired‘up tlie valley, covered by 
the Winnipeg Light Infantry, and in this engagement two of 
the 65tFwere wounded. 
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In the morning the Mounted troops detoured to the rear 
of tho Indians’ position of the day before, but found they had 
retreated towards Loon Lake in the night. .When wacame to 
their camp, there were tlioiisands of dollars’ worth olSfurs on 
tho ground, but we were not allowed to dismount from our 
horses. These furs had been stolen from the Hudson’s Bay 
Ciompany at Fort Pitt. We then returned to camp; next day 
sixty-five of us left early under tho command of Col. Steele, 
after Big Bear and his band, who wore in the Loon Lake 
district. We rode single file through tho hush and then stopped 
at noon to give our horses rest and eat our hard tack; and just 
as we rode off. Scout Fiske was shot in the arm. We dis¬ 
mounted and went skirmishing through the bush where we saw 
several Indians rumiing into the bushes but they escaped. 

We rode until 12 o’clock midnight mid camped between 
two sloughs, building a barricade with trees and our saddles. 
We took up Big Bear’s trail at daylight, which was about two 
o’clock in tho morning and camq upon him about 10 o’clock biit 
found most of the Indians had retreated across the narrow 
neck of the lake. Big Bear tried to get his braves to recross 
tho lake and attack and told them that the soldiers were not all 
there, but that half of them had stayed behind. Some of tho 
Indians would start across but a few shots sent them hurrying 
back among the trees. Afterwards we found there were ten 
killed before they could all cross the lake and we could count 
several in the water and on the other side of the lake. The 
Indians did not appear to see very well. As our ammunition 
was about all gone. Col. Steele gave orders to retire. He sat 
on his horse on, a hill until every man had passed him. We 
returned to tlio former camp, where we were joined by General 
Middleton and his troops from Battleford. We started next 
day to follow up Big Bear under General Middleton’s command. 
After going for a day, we halted and the mounted troops under 
Col. Steele were sent after Big Bear. At every bend on Loon 
l^ake, which was a crooked one, there would be rifle pits built 
to hold one man and built of stone in the front for protection. 
Here at Loon Lake we found the body of an Indian squaw who 
had hanged herself. She had been too old and too sick to 
travel with her tribe and had taken this means of preventing 
her capture by the soldiers. After about an hour, the order 
was countermanded and the troops ordered hack to camp and 
then we marched back to Fort Pitt, We then went to Beaver 
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River and from there to Fort Pitt, where ■(v&>teted^u few days 
and the infantry went down-tiic SaskatchmU^v 111^®'’ by boat 
and the mounted troops returned to (hdgary;^!toid the Rebellion 
was over. Our discharges were granted a few days'kfter arriv¬ 
ing in Calgary. 

* * * 

III. REPORT OF GENERAL STRANGE 

Extract From tjik Rei’okt ke N.W. Rebellion, 1885 
Department ok AIilitia anu Defence 

Appendix D. to the Report of the Major-General Commanding 
Camp Fort Pitt, May 28th, 1885. 

To Major-General AIiddleton, Commanding. 

Sir,— 

On the morning of the 25th, from intelligence received 
from Captain Osswald, advanced scout, that the ruins of Fort 
Pitt were still burning, with a force of Indians in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, I pushed on the first ten miles and reached Fort Pitt 
without opposition. I sent scouts in every direction. The 
Reverend Canon Macivay and the Reverend John McDougall 
crossed the river with scouts; they i-eported tracks made by 
white women’s feet, and found slippers. I immediately made 
preparations to cross the river. Next day I received informa¬ 
tion that Major Steele, commanding advanced Scouts to the 
east or north side of the river, had been fired upon about ten 
miles distant from Fort Pitt, two Indians were "killed, and 
their ponies captured, one of the Indians wore the Queen’s 
nmdal, and is said to bo the headman who commenced the 
outbreak at Saddle Lake. Meanwhile I had sent Major Perry 
with twenty Police to reconnoitre south side of the river. He 
is still absent. I subsequently received a report from Major 
Steele that the Indians were in force on his front; the Scouts 
counted one hundred and eighty-seven lodges. I immediately 
marched with all the troops at my disposal, after leaving .A 
company of the 65th to fortify and protect what remained of 
Fort Pitt, with the camp equipage and stores I left behind. 
Mustering 195 rank and. file Infantry, 29 Cavalry, and one 
gun—^wishing to advance quickly—I used all the available 
wagons to carry Winnipeg Light Infantry detachments and 
sent 65th detachment by river on flat boat. On reaching Major 
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Steele and his Seouts. 1 carried the wagons an'd. advanced four 
. miles and a half, and fotiiid the enemy occupying a very advam 
tagcous position, and signalling for I’oinforcements. I im¬ 
mediately attacked and drove theni from tlicir position withput 
loss on niy part. Jlajor Steele with the North-'West Police^ 
and ScoTits nnder his command, 'carried the position on the left 
with the assistance of one conipaijy of Infantry of the W.L.I. ' 
The field gnn, under ('aj)tahi Strange and Sergeant O’Connor, 
N.W.M.P., and manned l)y a detachment W.L.I., made excel- 
; lent practice. I was not able to wait for the junction of the 
' 65th who left the botits and advanced with alacrity. I followed 
the enemy’s trail till darkness was approaching through a ' 
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terribly thick and ditticnlt country, where T could scarcely find 
space to corral the wagons and horses. The Force, being with¬ 
out tents, bivouacked under anus without camp fires. 

At daybreak on the 2Sth, I again moved forward, finding 
numerous traces of recent trails joining the Indian troops from 
every direction. About 7.30 a.m. 1 4’ound the enemy occupy¬ 
ing an impregnable position in the forks of the Rod Deer and 
Ifittle Rod Deer, presenting a salient with a natural glacis 
crowned with brush and rifle-pits along the crest. The Red 
Deer River, which expands into a muskeg, covering the front 
and ifenks of the position which extended about three miles. T 
deployed the little force at my disposal, throwing forward 
Major Steele, W.M.T., dismounted, and Scouts, and 05th de¬ 
tachment under Folonel Hughes and half W.L.I. extending on 
their right, remaining in reserve, (’olonel Osborne Smith com¬ 
manding reserves. iMajor Hutton, Alberta Mounted Rifles, 
covering right flank, the gun under Captain Strange and Ser¬ 
geant Owen made excellent practice, sihmeing several rifle-pits. 
L corralled the wagons in rear. Finding the direct attack in 
front impracticable, 1 ordered iMajor Steele to retire his men, 
mount and make a> detour to endeavor to turn the enemy’s 
Nj^ht flank while occupying their attention in front. .While 
belsm absent for some time, ho returned and reported ‘'the 
cnenW’s position cxtgnding for a mile and a half with the nuis- 
keg imfront impassable for his'men, the enemy’s position being 
about thrbo miles n/exteht and defended, the Scouts infomred 
me, by at IrasCsix hundred men, some of whom crept through 
the wood arounlFmiMUtd opened fire upon the wagons eorralled 
in rear. The teamste?9ysjmwever, under Captain Wright, 43rd 
Regiment, remained 'stead^^aui^r Are. 1 judged it advisable 
to retire to more open groundr'''’niig\vas. carried out by the 
Forces with perfect deliberation, the'^gun under Captain 
Strange firing untjl the last mofnent, the eneJrtyiafire dying 
away alnlost; the return being covered by Major SteeteJ&„^on, 
dismounted, we were not molested. The.y retired to open 
ground six miles distant, where the.y corralled the wagons and 
turned ont the horses to graze, and cooked provisions for the 
men. Our loss is very slight, considering the fire we were 
under, the men taking excellent cover:— 

65th Battalion: ' 

Private Le Mai, shot through the lungs. • 
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do Marcottc, wounded, seriously, but not dan¬ 
gerously. , I 

'Const-able J. JIcRac, N.AV..]\I.ll, shot tbrougli the legs. 
All the troops did their duty to mV entire satisfaction. 
Thanks are specially due to Brigade Jlajlr Dale, Major Steele, 
Coinniaiidnig Cavalry, and Colonel Osborne Smith, and Colonel 
Hughes, Commanding Battalions, Captain Wright, Supply. Of¬ 
ficer, INfajor Boulton, Commanding Bidding Party.\ Surgeon 
Pennyfatiicr made arrangements .for the JBliel^ Hospital. 

(Sgd.) T. B. Stkango!:, 

MajOT-General, 

and Colonel {’ommanding Field Foree.'x 
IV. BIBLIOGKAPHV 

Peports of Bejiartmcnt of ililitia and Defence, 1885. 
Eoports of H.W.IM.P., 1885. 

. Edmonton Bulletin, various issues, 1885. 

: "Gunner Jingo’s Jubilee,” Maj.-Gen. T. B. Strange, C.B. 

"Forty Years in (’anada,” Maj.-Gen. Sir Sam Steele, C.B., 
K.C.B., M.V.O. 

“Cent-Vingt Jours do Service Actif,” C. R. Daoust, 65th 
Carabiniers Mopt Royal. 

“The HorlJiAVest Rebellion,” 'Major Boulton. 

“The Wa.r Trail of Big Bear,” lY. Bleasdell Cameron. 
Hotcs re Edmontoii Volunteer Company, John A. Mitchell. 

, . INTERVIEWS 

* (Late) Maj.-Gen. Sir Sam Steele, K.C.B., M.V.O. 

Hon. Frank Oliver.- 

(Late) James Green, N.W.M.P. (with IMajor Perry). 

W. Bleasdell Cameron. 

Kenneth A. McLeod,,Edmonton Volunteer Company.- 
John A. Mitchell, Edmonton Volunteer Company. 
Dougald Cameron, 91st Winnipeg Light Infantry. 

Joseph Paquette, Laboucane Settlement. 

L. G. Lovell, Onion Lake, Sask. (wagon transport). 
Patrick Kelly, St.- Albert Mounted Rifles. 

Edward Carey,- St. Albert ilounted Rifles. , ^ <. 

W. R. West, Steele’s Scouts. 

Alex. Rowland, Steele’s Scouts. ■ - 
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IVank Lucas, Fort Ethier. 

Eay Gaetz, Jted Leer, Alta. 

Lieut.-Col. Frank Osborne, Dispateli Eider. 

Major E. G. Hardisty, Dispatch Eider. 

Maj.-Gen. Hon. W. A. Grieabach, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. 


of his Company’s Golden Jubilee, as follows: “Wo dp not so 
much celebrate a sum of years which is yet uncominoii among 
^Canadian industrial organizations as record y-tliaiiks,..;for the 
opportunity to serve and for talents and faitlmd wpi-k of tliosc 
.men and women who kej>t our Company abreast of the times. 
As it was our (’ompany’s privilege to establish itself in^a young 
country of enormous ppssihilitics, it is our dutyjjo serve that 
country, as well as such opportunities demand, .tfhis W’e dpive 
tried to do hy'the creation of a distributing system that-has 
marched along with our pioneers to the outposts, by the estab- 
iishmont of industrial plants in Canada to afford einployment 
■ to Canadian labour and .by extending in every way possible the 
ownership of our Company in the Country it serves.” 

The Early Days of Canada’s Oil Industry 
James Shaw made the first big strike at Oil Springs in 
Western Ontario, producing 2,000 barrels per day. In 1802 
William Spencer refined oil for illuminating purposes at 
Woodstock. J. H. Williams, who striick oil in 1857, built a 
refinery at Hamilton. Mahy other'refine>ieg_ were built and 
great improvements were made in tlie process of distillation 
and refining. Those' firms amalgamated and operated under 
the name of the London Oil Eefining Company. In 1870 a 
European export business was developed. Very many refineries 
were established. However, exports diminished and general 
business declined with the development of refining. In 1880 
the production of Canadian crude oil reached the million barrel 
mark. In 1880 the Imperial Oil Company was formed by prom¬ 
inent pioneer oilmen. Immediately there began decided improve- 
• ments in manufacturing and marketing., The advent of the 
internal combustion engine created a market for greater variety 
of oil products. The Imperial Oil Company needed .more 
crude oil than her country could suppl}-^. Just prior to the 


H^MIAEY PATEOH 
Im k^ al Oil Limited ,. 

President C. 0. ^lillman, writinff in 1930. on the occas 
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(ircat, Will- ii .systoiuatic tfoiii'cli for oil licariiig structures began. 
I’eru, near tlic Kquator, and Fort iVorinan, near the Arctic 
(brcl(“, ('oloinl)ia, Ecuador and Alaska and the Prairie Prov¬ 
inces have been trekked. Only P(‘ru and Colombia, and in a 
lesser degree, in the d'tirner k'alley, have worth-while holdings 
been .secured. During the period hotween 1889 and 1913, 
l,20.‘i wells had been drilled, bringing ))roduction up to 1,405,- 
78(i barrels for the year 1913. . In 1929 tjio production was 
eleven million barrels. In Colombia, between 192G and 1930, 
70,274,190 barrels of crude oil have been piped into Imperial 
tankers for its refineries in Canada at (^algary, Eegina, Mont¬ 
real, Dartinoutli, Tex'o and Sarnia. The development of its 
South iVmericau fields led to the ])lienomenal growth in the 
Company's transport lleet. Its fleet in 1899 consisted of three 
large l)arges towed up and down the lakes by chartered tugs. 
In 1930 its licet consisted of fifteen large ocean going vessels 
and ten steamshij)s for lake .service. This fleet carried 
23,000,000 barrels in the year. The world's largest oil tanker, 
(\ (). Stillman, carries nearly seven million gallons of crude oil. 

Till' anizing growth of the Im])erial Oil limited has dire<;t- 
ly stimulated activity in the fields of ^Science, Art ami Litera¬ 
ture to'^achieve the eiirichment of (lanailiau Nationalism. 

THE SOCIETYhS PEOGRESS 

'J'he main objective is to interview and edit stories^ life 
activities of the i)ioncers of the earliest settlemenT^ays. It 
is e.xpected that interviewing of the pioneers of t}ic 70's and 
80's will he completed in the coming year. Thereafter it is 
hoped the publication of the series will he greatly hastened. 
Hundreds of documents received c.xhihit a keen appreciation 
of our pioneers to assist in putting in order the historical 
archives of the Prairie Provinces. It may he that errors will 
creep in. However, the publications are so aiTangcd that 
corrections and additions may be made at any time. Additional 
uumhors will he pid)lished on thp same subject, as new mater|al 
or facts are secured. For e.xaniple, very interesting light elm 
he thrown on the Loon Lake story by the report of Steele and 
the reminiscences of Halpin now on file, as well as those ot 
Father Legoff. Each publication calls for more stories. it\ 
may ho the desire of the future historian to edit the Society’s! 
proposed ten volumes of some eight to twelve numbers each \ 
ijf'much more condensed and interesting form. For the present 
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ovory effort should bo made to secure the material before the 
pioneer iiasses. Besides documents very many helpful pictures 
l\ave been received. , . 

I'he Library contains almost every book. There has just 
been received: “The i\roha\vk Princess,'’ IVlrs. W. Garland 
Poster“Peter Pond," H. \. Innis; “Fifty Years in Western 
Canada,” klorice; “Canada’s Western Arctic,” Burwash; “His¬ 
toric Posts and Trading Posts,” Voorhis; “The Red Man’s 
Wonder Book,” H. A. Kennedy. 

The success of tlie Historical Society depends upon the 
activity of its editors. At present about 40 men and women 
arc generously preparing material on various subjects. Here 
are a few whicli have volunteered lately: 

“Fifty Years on the Prairies,” A. S. (hirter. Prince 
Rupei-t ■ , ■ . 

“Swift Current.” Judge Buckles, Battleford. 

“Father Legoff,” Rev. Father Jan, Ednsi^aton. 

“Polly,” AV. Clark Sandercock, Polly. 

“Edmonton,” McCool, Edmonton. 

“Southern Alberta,” J.' W. Alorrow, Alcdicinc Hat. 

“Calgary,” J. E. McLeod, Calgary. 

“Archdeacon ifacKay,” Campbell Inncs, Estevan. ^ 

“On the Souris River,” Campbell Innes,.Estevan. 

“Fort Saskatchewan,” H. A. Gibson, Fort Saskatchewan., 

“Fort Qu’Appolle.” Ifr. Hal], Fort Qu’Appelle. 

“Charlie Parker,” Ruth Afatheson, AABnnipeg. 

■ The Editor of '%T^h'e. Alberta Field Force of 1885,’' Colonel 
P. C. Jamieson, \ M.L.A., is an Edmonton la\vyer 
and member of the Alberta Legislature. His military e.xper- 
ionco is as follows: .V private in the Canadian Mounted Rifles 
in the South African War under Lt.-Col. Taiwref^ Herchmer, 
Commander of the Divisional ifounted Troops of the First 
Canadian Division: G.S.O.Jv Sarcec Camp, July-Hovemher, 
1916;'with British,,and Canadian Recruiting Mission in the 
TT.S.A. and as,-Commander of the 2C0th Canadian Rifles, a 
unit of the 'Canadian Expeditionary Force (Siberia), 1919. 
After, demobilization assisted as Regimental and Brigade 
.Commander in the reorganization of the Edmonton Militia 
units; unsuccessful Conservative candidate in 1926 and 1930 
in Federal Riding of West Edmonton; his first study of the 
history of the AlWta Field Force was made for the Alberta 
Military Institute. 




THE COMING PUBLICATIONS 


OiSADJAN NOBI&WEST HISTORICAL SOOBETT 

.i • •iph>jposed-:yolmue8 and., anibjecto^^^^ sonrce hiatoiy of 

the., Pioneers ?'<,Subj«ct; to>oh{bg^ and yolume.. ' 

:Jhe biography'and do«^ of .prominedt GJd Timertrwill * 
;bemadded to these yoliunes, making additional^iunbers: 


^ f" VOIdraiBl, ,1 

Cree Ttebellion oI 'S4 

Louis Cochin. OiU. " .\’* 

Cation, Uatheson " * 

Stoi^of th<< Press; , ' 

Fifty Years on -the Saskatchewan, 
The Dominion. Telegraph ^ „ 

The'^Alberta Field Force of IBSK 

' Fort ^^Apixdle f > 

Early Surveys ^ ^ 

- With General Sttabge v 

Archdeacon KacKay.* ^ > 

Fish Cieek 

Anglican Missions^ . 

Port Carlton X 

.. ' - ’ VOLtJlIR ni " 

- Fort Pitt 

EduCatipn \ 

" Idedicine ^ * 

Moose Jatr 

' The Police Posts ^ 

.L Pincfaer Creek > ^ j ‘ 

The Constitutional QistncT ‘ 
^JBdtuooton V ^ i: A 1 

..yOLDMBW 

' Biifwo BtintmK’^ r 


‘ , ' VOLUME V 
Wi^ Her MajesW's Maila 
.\V Jresaylor Settlement 
Regina 

'/Roman Catholic Missions 
'Land..Settlement » 

Vi;.. -Indian) Chiefs of'Treaty Days 
^ Cut Knife HiH 

‘I.'.; 

In Sw^ine ^d Storm 
> Methodist Missions' 

^ ' VOLUME VI 
Early Transportation 
Lethbridge 
Cumberland Rouse 
Railways^ '' ‘ s 

The Barr Colony 
" The Police in the Rebellion 
Indian Chiefr v* „ ' 
Saskatchewan TraOa . 

r The" Free Traders ,' 
Saskatoon . ^ " - '' 

' ..-.^beriaXeaders^ ' 
Pathfinders -t / ' 
i The'Aairiewomett/. 

V Electioneering ' ^ ” 

^Red Rivhr Families ^ ' 

Aln^Fotest and Stream * 

.A yolUME VDI ' ' 
i, j On'ihe Sciuris River >■- 
-, B^todie 'V 

■" Gold Itfiiyng ' 

^ ^ ’Ba^tcheWanT^eaders 
^' V, Ll^ns^Riel and^His Colleagues 
- V t ThACree^Tndian ^ ^ 


' BufmloBiimtmg’^j^ ’ ,^r^ VOLUME Vlll ' ^ 

PhnM Alb^^ " » On'ihe Soiuris River '■ 

Battleford m Danger*' r ^ , Batodie 'v ^ . 

” ' ’Ba^lmtcheWanXeaders , '> 

VOLUMES; Tto^IyB^onersi TheW<Ss«'s3ayCoi^y.‘Prog . 

A A a-> Crosset Pioneer Sei&toni;^ck Lake;' The Black' 

VOLUMB^'.'The fteneb in^ West Cdht 

' ..Registerof.BS. », >. -f ,, ^ 



THE BATTLEFORD TRAIL . 

By E. Pauline Johnson 

The Northwestern Territories have never looked so glor¬ 
ious as in this last year of Grace 1902. Never \Mere there such 
turquoise skies, such golden brown .acres of prairie grass, 
billowing away to the four points of the compass. The crisp 
October air caught us with the first hint of autumn as we 
emerged from the comfortable warmth of a drowsy sleeping 
car, and stepped on to the station platform at Saskatwn, where 
the lordly Saskatchewan River rolls away northwards and 
where/memories crowd about you at the very mention of the 
town—dear little Saskatoon^ which during those tempestuous 
days of the ,’85 Rebellion stretched out its ai-ms and took the 
sick and wounded, the dying and the dead, right into its tiny 
village heart, for was it not the Hospital town again after the 
Batoche and Duck Lake affairs—and has not bur sweet Cana¬ 
dian songstress, Agnes Maule Machar, immortalized it in verse ? 
Saskatoon wears her laurels well, and they do not fade with 
the years, for when some old timer gets his pipe, and his recol¬ 
lections into activity, he will sit by the fire and tell you of those 
stormy days when the little settlement was a refuge for 
“The boatman on the river. 

The hunter on the plain,” 

We breakfasted and got our luggage into shape for the 
long drive into the interior, and then there was a clatter of 
horses and wheels outside. The crack of the “blacksnake” 
whip, a dash, then a halt, and “All aboard for Battleford,” rang 
out the driver’s voice, and the stage with His Majesty’s Mails 
was at the door. And, what a trail—velvety, dark soft prairie 
sod, devoid of stones or ruts', or hills, or hollows! The early 
morning sun was yellow and gleaming, the October sky 
cloudless, the whole world was large and limitless, at last, this 
was the mighty unbroken West, with the town and railroad 
dropping behind us and one hundred miles of prairie between 
us and the little historic, romance-crowned settlement of 
Battleford. ! \ 

-By Courtesy of Mrs. IL. Garland Foster, 
Axdhor of “The MohawTc Princess.” 



